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The Mlgiris, or " Blue Hills/' which culminate with
the Dodabetta (8760 feet), form the converging point of
the western and eastern ranges, by which the plateau of
the Deccan is here enclosed. They cover an area of 700
square miles, and are noted especially for their genial
and healthy climate, rendering them a favourite resort of
Europeans enfeebled by the enervating heats of the
plains.

The eastern coast ranges differ from the Western Ghats
chiefly in three respects. They are much less elevated,
with a mean height of scarcely more than 1500 feet;
they do not form a continuous chain, being broken up into
distinct sections by the valleys of the Godavari, Kistna,
and other streams flowing to the Bay of Bengal; lastly,
they run at a much greater distance from the coast, the
intervening lowlands averaging from 50 to 80 miles.
They stretch from the Mahnadi Eiver valley near
Kattak for about 500 miles south-westwards to the
nucleus of the Nilgiris, beyond which they fall abruptly
southwards to the so-called " Gap," a narrow, deep, trans-
verse fissure, scarcely 400 feet above sea-level. North
of the Godavari the system attains an elevation of over
5000 feet.

South of the Mlgiris the Palni hills to the west of
Madura are crowned by peaks 6500 and 7100 feet.
These hills, like the Western Ghats, are extremely salu-
brious, and form a sanitarium for Europeans.

Beyond the above-mentioned "Gap/' the extremity
of the peninsula is occupied by the independent system
of the Cardamum Mountains from about the 8th parallel
to Cape Comorin. In these highlands, which culminate
in the lofty Anamalli hills (9700 feet), are found the
highest elevations south of the Himalayas. They seem
to be connected with the mountain system of Ceylon
by "Adam's Bridge," a chain of rocky islets stretching